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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1900. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 

. . .  55,665 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000 

•  •  ;  #  * 

Population  (Census  1891) 

...  12,894 

births  registered  ... 

69-5 

Birth-rate 

20-0 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  •  •... 

.  -8 

Gross  Death-rate 

14-3 

Phthsis  Death-rate 

■8 

Corrected  Death-rate... 

11-4 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1900. 

The  current  year  is  Census  year,  and  we  shall  soon  know  exactly  what  our  population  is.  Changes  which  population, 
have  taken  place  in  your  district  in  the  past  two  decades,  and  the  re-arrangement  which  many  of  the  parishes 
have  undergone,  render  it  impossible  to  calculate  the  probable  population  for  1900.  I  believe,  however,  that 
we  shall  find  that  our  population  has  increased  but  little.  All  rates  at  present,  however,  have  to  be  calculated 
upon  the  1891  figure  (12,894). 

189  male  and  120  female  births  were  registered,  making  a  total  of  259,  which  gives  a  rate  of  20  0.  This  Births  and 
is  somewhat  lower  than  the  average,  which  for  the  past  10  years  has  been  23'6.  Birth-rate. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  185.  Of  this  number  49  were  of  non-residents,  i.e.,  persons  not  Deaths  and 
belonging  to  the  district  who  died  in  the  Workhouse,  Fisherton  House,  and  Laverst  >ck  House.  On  the  other  Death-rate, 
hand,  12  persons  belonging  to  the  district  died  in  the  Salisbury  Infirmary  and  in  the  County  Asylum.  By 
subtracting  the  former  (49)  and  adding  the  latter  (12)  to  the  total  deaths,  the  corrected  deaths  are  found  to  be 
148.  These  figures  give  a  gross  death  rate  of  14-3,  and  a  corrected  one  of  11  4.  The  averages  for  the  past 
10  years  were  17’ 1  and  13>'2  respectively. 

There  were  11  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease,  giving  a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  -8. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  distribution  of  these  deaths  :  — 


Table  showing  distribution  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  disease  in  the  Salisbury  Dural  District. 


Measles. 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Totals. 

Britford 

1 

1 

Downton 

— 

— 

1 

— 

.  i 

Landford 

Standlynch  &  Charlton) 
All  Saints  ...  / 

1 

1 

— 

— 

l 

l 

Redlynch 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Stratford-sub-Castle 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Whiteparish 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Winterslow 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

West  Bean 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals... 

1 

2 

6 

2 

11 

Zymotic 

Death-rate, 


The  Local  Government  Board  has  issued  fresh  statistical  tables  this  year.  These  are  rather  more  com-  Local  Govt, 
plicated  than  the  old  ones,  but  will  ultimately  afford  much  more  information.  I  submit  a  copy.  The  figures  Board  Tables, 
for  the  past  two  years  are  accurate ;  those  for  1898  are  altogether  wauting,  and  farther  back  I  have  had  to 
obtain  them  from  old  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  reports. 

The  chief  characteristic  of  the  district  is  the  great  chalk  upland,  the  direct  continuation  of  Salisbury  Physical 
Plain.  This  is  intersected  by  valleys,  in  which  streams  run,  and  for  the  most  part  the  villages  lie.  The  GenersdClTr1 
subsoil  is  mostly  chalk,  but  towards  the  southern  end  of  the  district,  in  the  New  Forest,  green  sand  is  met  Jgteristics 
with.  of  District. 

The  house  accommodation  of  the  district  is,  as  a  rule,  good,  and  what  change  there  is,  is  for  the  better.  House  Ac- 
The  surroundings  of  the  cottages  are  clean,  and,  generally  speaking,  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  open  space  about  commodation. 
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them.  During  the  year  two  houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  one  case  of  overcrowding  has 
been  dealt  with.  Thirty-two  new  houses  have  been  erected. 

There  is  no  system  of  sewerage  in  the  district.  In  most  parts  of  the  district  sewage  is  disposed  of  in 
cesspits,  which  are  periodically  cleaned  out,  and  the  contents  spread  over  land.  Eleven  cases  of  defective 
drains  have  been  dealt  with,  and  remedied.  Complaints,  of  course,  arise  from  neglected  and  overflowing  cess¬ 
pits,  which,  as  a  rule,  are  promptly  put  right  upon  notice  being  drawn  to  the  nuisance.  The  Milford  sewage 
disposal  scheme  is  still  under  consideration.  This  parish  and  that  of  Fisherton  Anger  Without  are  the  two 
which  require  some  provision  in  this  respect. 

Parts  of  Milford  Without  and  Laverstock  are  supplied  by  the  Milford  Waterworks  Co.,  and  Fisherton 
Anger  Without  by  the  Fisherton  and  Bemerton  Water  Works  Co.  The  rest  of  the  district  obtains  its  water 
for  all  purposes  from  wells,  springs,  rain-water  tanks,  and,  in  a  few  instances,  from  ponds.  The  majority  of 
wells  are  shallow,  varying  in  depth  from  six  to  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  deep,  but,  as  a  rule,  in  this  district  these 
seem  to  give  a  sufficient  and  wholesome  supply,  During  the  year  seven  wells  have  been  cleaned  and  repaired, 
and  one  has  been  closed  on  account  of  pollution. 

No  case  requiring  action  under  sect.  8  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  has  occurred  during  the 

year. 

Section  6  of  the  same  Act  has  been  rigidly  enforced.  Certificates  as  to  water  supply  have  been  granted 
for  32  new  dwellings.  The  supply  was  derived  in  16  from  the  Milford  Water  Works  Co.,  in  11  from  wells, 
and  in  5  from  rain-water  tanks.  In  two  cases  the  certificate  was  withheld  until  the  Council  was  satisfied  that 
the  supply  was  efficient. 

Dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milk  shops  to  the  number  of  94  have  been  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  The  regulations  made  by  the  Council  under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1886,  and  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  are  duly  enforced. 

All  slaughter-houses  and  bake-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected.  Of  the  latter  eight  required  lime¬ 
washing,  and  this  was  done  when  attention  was  called  to  the  fact. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  a  sausage  skin  factory  was  established  in  Fisherton  Anger  Without,  and  in 
July  complaints  were  received  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  it.  The  place,  which  is  a  disused  stable,  was  inspected, 
and  notices  served  to  abate  the  nuisance.  Complaints  have  again  been  received  in  December,  and  the  place 
is  still  under  supervision,  and  improvements  in  dealing  with  refuse  are  contemplated. 

The  district  has  been  regularly  and  systematically  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  during 
the  year. 

There  are  24  schools  in  the  district,  and  during  the  year  four  have  been  closed  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Tho  National  School  at  West  Grimstead  was  closed  for  three  weeks,  from  June  4th,  on  account  of 
a  severe  outbreak  of  measles. 

(2)  The  Downton  School  was  closed  for  four  weeks,  from  July  17th,  for  the  same  reason. 

(8)  Pitton  School,  for  three  weeks  in  November-December,  because  of  an  outbreak  of  measles. 

(4)  Landford  School,  for  one  week,  from  December  10th,  for  disinfection  after  a  fatal  case  of  diphtheria. 

Beyond  a  widespread  epidemic  of  measles,  no  epidemic  of  any  magnitude  has  occurred. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  has  been  in  force  since  1898,  and  during  the  past  year  19  cases 
have  been  notified,  infecting  14  houses.  Each  outbreak  has  been  limited  to  the  house  in  which  it  occurred,  a 
cause,  I  think,  for  some  congratulation.  The  distribution  of  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  can  be  seen  from 
the  following  table  : — 
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Alderbury.  j 

Britford. 

Downton. 

Grimstead, 
East  &  West. 

-4-S 

a  J 

03  CO 

Landford. 

j  Laverstock 

&  Ford. 

1 

j  Milford 

j  Without. 

West  Dean. 

Whiteparish. 

Workhouse. 

Totals. 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

6 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

8carlet  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

4 

l 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Puerperal  F ever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

1 

2 

1 

5 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

19 

The  information  derived  from  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  has  during  the  year  proved  of  great  value. 
“  Instructions  for  Preventing  the  Spread  of  Infection  ”  were  sent  to  the  parents  or  guardians  of  each  case,  and 
in  many  instances  disinfectants  were  applied  for  and  grunted.  In  addition  each  house  in  which  an  infectious 
case  occurred  was  promptly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  recorded  the  results  of  his  inspection  on 
a  form  provided  for  the  purpose.  This  resulted  in  many  sanitary  defects  being  discovered,  which  were  promptly 
remedied. 

The  need  for  some  elficient  means  of  isolating  patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease  is  ever  preseut 
with  us.  Events  of  the  past  year  have,  however,  not  made  the  necessity  very  clear,  but  that  it  exists  no  one  can 


doubt,  for  at  any  moment  we  may  be  called  upon  to  deal  with  an  epidemic  of  one  of  the  more  dangerous  in¬ 
fectious  diseases.  Such,  at  least,  lias  been  past  experience.  Prompt  isolation  early  in  the  course  of  such  an 
epidemic  would  do  more  to  check  its  spread  than  any  other  means. 

A  great  national  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  prevention  of  consumption,  and  its  allied  diseases.  The 
Phthisis  death-rate  in  this  district  is  ’8,  and  the  general  Tubercular  rate  1-2  per  thousand  :  this  means  that 
one-ninth  of  the  deaths  are  due  to  Tuberculosis  in  one  form  or  another.  Consumption  is  now  regarded  as  a 
preventible  disease,  and  as  such  should  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Sanitary  Authorities.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  no  legislation  on  the  subject,  but  many  Sanitary  Authorities  have  adopted  a  system  of  “Voluntary  Notifica¬ 
tion  ”  on  the  part  of  medical  practitioners,  of  consumption.  The  system  has  been  found  on  the  whole  to 
work  satisfactorily,  and  not  to  be  costly.  The  advantages  derived  from  it  are  that  the  Authority 
through  its  officers  are  made  aware  of  the  number  and  situation  of  new  cases  of  consumption  arising 
in  the  district,  and  are  enabled,  by  means  of  leaflets  similar  to  those  which  are  sent  out  in  the  case  of  infec- 
fectious  diseases,  to  educate  the  working  classes  as  to  how  they  may  best  prevent  fresh  cases  arising  from  those 
already  existing.  I  would  urge  the  Council  to  adopt  this  plan,  which  would  not  cost  more  than  £5  a  year,  and 
which  would  assist  in  lessening  the  weight  of  the  scourge  which  consumption  has  become  amongst  us. 

I  append  a  record  of  the  work  done  by  your  able  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Infectious  Disease 

No  of  Cases  inquired  into 

...  12 

Houses  Disinfected  (by  occupiers) 

...  8 

-Houses. 

No.  erected 

...  32 

No.  closed  unfit  for  habitation 

...  2 

Overcrowding  abated 

...  1 

Drains  laid  or  re-laid 

5 

Drains  cleansed,  etc. 

...  6 

Dumb  wells  rectified 

...  3 

3.  — Offensive  Trades. 

No.  inspected  ...  ...  ...  2 

4. —  II 'ater  Supply. 

W ells  cleansed  and  repaired  .  ...  7 

W ells  closed  as  polluted  ...  . .  1 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  1 


5.  — Slaughter-houses. 

No.  inspected  ...  ...  ...  10 

6.  — Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Dairies  under  inspection  ...  ...  16 

Cowsheds...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Milkshops ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

7.  — Bakehouses. 

No.  inspected  ...  . ..  .  45 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  8 


8.  — Animals  so  Kept  as  to  be  a  Nuisance. 

Notices  of  Removal. . .  ...  ...  2 

9.  — Accumulation  of  Offensive  Refuse. 

No.  of  removals  ...  ■  ...  4 

10.  — Notices  Served  ...  ...  2 

11.  — Letters  Written  as  to  Nuisances  .  64 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


GILBERT  KEMPE, 


M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  B.S. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January  31st,  1901. 
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Lancaster,  Printer,  48,  New  Street,  Salisbury. 


